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Media Release 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW  
Summer Festival | 10 August to 12 September 2021 

The Festival Theme is “Crazy” 

“Symphony”: Lucerne Festival Orchestra with Riccardo Chailly and Yannick Nézet-Séguin, “artiste 
étoile” Yuja Wang, and international symphony orchestras, conductors, and soloists 

“Contemporary”: the new Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra and the Lucerne Festival 
Academy with Heinz Holliger, Lin Liao, Johanna Malangré, and Ilan Volkov, works by composer-in-
residence Rebecca Saunders 

“Music for Future”: featuring family concerts, youth orchestras, and Debut concerts  

The Summer Festival, which will take place from 10 August to 12 September 2021, offers a diverse 
range of events featuring international stars, orchestras, and ensembles exploring the theme “crazy.” 
In order to safeguard the health of the audience and the artists during the coronavirus pandemic and 
to comply with the requirements of the Swiss federal government and of the canton, Lucerne Festival 
in recent weeks has adapted the artistic program and general conditions. All of the concerts will now 
take place without intermission and, in some cases, with ensembles smaller than what had originally 
been planned. Online ticket sales begin on 17 May 2021 at 12 noon Lucerne time. A maximum of 1,000 
tickets for each concert in the KKL Luzern Concert Hall will go on sale. Contact tracing data will be 
gathered for all sales events as well as for most free events. 

The 2021 Festival theme “crazy” focuses on composers who were considered strange or mentally 
afflicted. The musical offerings will also focus on compositional absurdities and will address issues of 
madness. Naturally, revolutionaries in music history who have upended and thereby shifted musical 
standards will also be featured. Highlights include a Schumann cycle, Handel’s opera Partenope, 
Beethoven’s central symphonies, and Stravinsky’s Petrushka. In addition, there are concerts that 
creatively experiment with space and content, such as those offered in the “Crazy” series, are part of 
the program. 

The three new categories “Symphony,” “Contemporary,” and “Music for Future” represent focal points 
within the festival: 

“Symphony”: Highlights with the Lucerne Festival Orchestra, the Berlin and Vienna Philharmonics, 
and other renowned orchestras 
The Lucerne Festival Orchestra, under the direction of music director Riccardo Chailly and guest 
conductor Yannick Nézet-Séguin, will perform works by Beethoven, Mozart, Schumann, and Ravel, 
among others; the soloists performing with the orchestra include Igor Levit and this year’s “artiste 
étoile” Yuja Wang, who will also appear with the Mahler Chamber Orchestra, the Mariinsky Orchestra 
and Valery Gergiev, and the Budapest Festival Orchestra and Iván Fischer. Guest orchestras and 
conductors include the Berlin Philharmonic under Kirill Petrenko, the Vienna Philharmonic with Herbert 
Blomstedt, and the Royal Concertgebouworkest with Daniel Harding. 
Also on the agenda are the London Symphony Orchestra with Sir Simon Rattle and Magdalena 
Kožená, as well as the West-Eastern Divan Orchestra with Lahav Shani and Daniel Barenboim, who 
will additionally conduct the Staatskapelle Berlin. The Berliner Barock Solisten will play Bach’s 
Brandenburg Concertos in their entirety. William Christie, Les Arts Florissants, and the current “Jardin 
des Voix” class will perform Handel’s zany opera Partenope.  
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With her ensemble Les Musiciens du Prince Monaco and conductor Gianluca Capuano, Cecilia Bartoli 
will focus on Pergolesi’s Stabat Mater among other works. The Schumann cycle features Mirga 
Gražinytė-Tyla with the Mozarteum Orchestra Salzburg, Paavo Järvi with the Tonhalle Orchestra 
Zurich, and Michael Sanderling in his inaugural concert as the new principal conductor of the Lucerne 
Symphony Orchestra. The soloists include tenor Juan Diego Flórez, violinist Anne-Sophie Mutter, her 
colleagues Michael Barenboim and Christian Tetzlaff, cellists Steven Isserlis and Kian Soltani, and 
Daniel Barenboim, Yefim Bronfman, and Anna Vinnitskaya at the piano. 
The räsonanz - Donor Concert, the Festival’s collaboration with the Ernst von Siemens Music 
Foundation, will feature the Swiss premiere of Beat Furrer’s Concerto for Violin and Orchestra with 
Ilya Gringolts, as well as world premieres by Iris Szeghy and Miroslav Srnka. 

“Contemporary”: Lucerne Festival Academy and the new Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra  
The Lucerne Festival Academy will take place from 20 August to 5 September 2021 with about 80 
participants. The newly founded Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra (LFCO) unites current and 
former students of the Lucerne Festival Academy under the direction of Heinz Holliger, Ilan Volkov, Lin 
Liao, and Johanna Malangré. Every summer, around 15 alumni act as mentors and pass on their 
knowledge to the next generation in the course of rehearsals. The Academy program includes the 
world premiere of the new piano concerto to an utterance by composer-in-residence Rebecca 
Saunders, which was written for Nicolas Hodges as part of the Roche Commissions. 
The new works in the current edition of Roche Young Commissions are by Kirsten Milenko and Alex 
Vaughan and will also be premiered by the LFCO. In the Composer Seminar by Wolfgang Rihm, 
Artistic Director of the Lucerne Festival Academy since 2016, new works by eight composers will be 
discussed with guests such as Dieter Ammann and prepared for a showcase of works. A total of 16 
world premieres and 12 Swiss premieres will be heard during this summer’s festival.  

“Music for Future”: Tomorrow’s Generation for Tomorrow’s Audience 
Right from the start, the Festival is shining a light on tomorrow’s generation, beginning with 
performances by youth orchestras and ensembles. These include the Russian National Youth 
Symphony Orchestra, the Swiss Youth Symphony Orchestra, and prizewinners of the Swiss Youth 
Music Competition.  
In the Debut series, eight young artists and ensembles will introduce themselves: recorder player and 
winner of the Prix Credit Suisse Jeunes Solistes Lea Sobbe, violinist Dmitry Smirnov, pianist Daniel 
Ciobanu, violist Timothy Ridout, pianist Zee Zee, oboist Salomo Schweizer, the Ensemble Connaught 
Brass, and the Marmen Quartet. The ensemble known as “Die Schurken” (“The Rogues”) and Lübeck 
Pocket Opera will present family concerts, and violinist Eleonora Savini will join with violist Federico 
Carraro to perform “Mona Violina,” a staged children’s concert. 

Staged Productions 
The co-production with the Luzerner Theater marking the start of Ina Karr’s directorship is dedicated 
to the Swiss premiere of Mauricio Kagel’s Staatstheater and will include ensembles from the Luzerner 
Theater and the LFCO. Director Lydia Steier will bring this scenic composition to the stage as a large 
collage celebrating the possibilities of theater. The staged concert “Bye-Bye Beethoven” with Patricia 
Kopatchinskaja, originally planned for the 2020 Fall Festival, combines Beethoven’s Violin Concerto 
with works and fragments of works by composers from Haydn to Cage and Kurtág, creating a crazy 
musical constellation in the process. The usual and conventional will be turned upside down: for 
example, when the finale of Haydn’s Farewell Symphony is played backwards while the members of 
the LFCO enter the stage. 
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Free Formats  
The popular 40min series of moderated short concerts and public rehearsals also continues: there will 
be nine of these, each taking place early in the evening. Six world music groups can be heard over six 
days as part of “In the Streets” Festival in Lucerne’s Old Town and on the Europaplatz. And the 
“Lakeside Symphony” invites you to a live broadcast of the Opening Concert with the Lucerne 
Festival Orchestra and Riccardo Chailly at Lucerne’s Inseli Park. Registration information for all events 
with free admission will be communicated before the start of the Festival. 

The video of the virtual presentation on 5 May 2021 can be accessed here: 
youtube.com/watch?v=M2M50uv_zVY 

FAQs on health and safety measures and ticket sales in connection with the coronavirus pandemic: 
lucernefestival.ch/safely-attending-the-concert 

Photos may be downloaded from: lucernefestival.ch/en/press/photos 

Livestreams, artist interviews, and background reports can be found on the Lucerne Festival 
Connected page: lucernefestival.ch/en/connected 

Summer-Festival 
Main Sponsors  Credit Suisse | Kühne Foundation | Roche | The Adecco Group Foundation | 

Zurich Insurance Group Ltd 
Theme Sponsor   Clariant Foundation 
Concert Sponsors Artemis Group / Franke Group | Dr. Christoph M. Müller and Sibylla M. Müller | 

KPMG AG | Nestlé S.A. 

Contacts for Press and Public Relations 
Nina Steinhart, Director of Public Relations | n.steinhart@lucernefestival.ch | T +41 (0)41 226 44 43 
Katharina Schillen | k.schillen@lucernefestival.ch | T +41 (0)41 226 44 59 
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THEME “CRAZY” 
2021 Summer Festival 

 

“Crazy”: This is the theme of the 2021 Summer Festival, which explores not only composers who 
were considered peculiar or quirky but also how their music caused aesthetic standards to shift. In 
addition, the theme encompasses works containing references to madness, to love as the craziest 
emotion, and to wildly fantastic figures and states of disorder, as well as unusual concert formats. 

Robert Schumann, who was committed to a mental hospital as “mentally disordered” after a suicide 
attempt, is the subject of a cycle that will present all four of his symphonies and his three great solo 
concertos. Upheavals in music and revolutionary feats are also on the program with four 
groundbreaking Beethoven symphonies; Stravinsky’s Petrushka; Claude Debussy, who dismantled 
traditional thematic development in favor of fluctuating waves of sound; and the Second Viennese 
School, which exploded centuries-old rules governing major-minor tonality and in the process 
rewrote musical grammar. In the series “verrückt” (“crazy”), concerts that experiment with both space 
and content take to the stage. 

The three images for the 2021 Summer Festival interpret the theme using pairs of images. In each 
elaboration, two elements with specific features are juxtaposed and related to each other. At first 
glance, these images fit together: they are formally connected, merge into each other, and become 
fused together. On closer inspection, however, they rub against, bite, or even threaten each other. 
These are elements that could hardly be more antithetical in their essence, and together they create 
an image that is decoupled and dislocated from learned norms and reality. How to interpret and to 
determine the sense or non-sense of this newly created, “crazy” reality lies with the individual viewer. 

Areas of Focus for the Festival Theme “crazy” 

Schumann Cycle 

Piano Concerto in A minor, Op. 54  
14.08. | Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Riccardo Chailly | Igor Levit  
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Overture to the dramatic poem Manfred, Op. 115  
18.08. | Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Riccardo Chailly  

Cello Concerto in A minor, Op. 129 | Symphony No. 4 in D minor, Op. 120  
22.08. | Lucerne Symphony Orchestra | Michael Sanderling | Steven Isserlis  

Overture to Genoveva, Op. 81 | Violin Concerto in D minor, WoO1 |  
Symphony No. 3 in E-flat major, Op. 97 Rhenish   
25.08. | Tonhalle Orchestra Zurich | Paavo Järvi | Christian Tetzlaff  

Symphony No. 1 in B-flat major, Op. 38 Spring Symphony | Symphony No. 2 in C major, Op. 61  
05.09. | Mozarteum Orchestra Salzburg | Mirga Gražinytė-Tyla 
 

Beethoven Symphonies 

Symphony No. 1 in C major, Op. 21  
11.08. | Swiss Youth Symphony Orchestra | Kai Bumann  

Symphony No. 5 in C minor, Op. 67  
18.08. | Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Riccardo Chailly  

Symphony No. 7 in A major, Op. 92 
24.08. | Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Yannick Nézet-Séguin  

Symphony No. 3 in E-flat major, Op. 55 Sinfonia eroica 
27.08. | Staatskapelle Berlin | Daniel Barenboim  

Symphony No. 6 in F major, Op. 68 Pastoral 
08.09. | London Symphony Orchestra | Sir Simon Rattle 
 

Amour Fou 

Mozart Overture to Don Giovanni, K. 527  
13.08. and 14.08. | Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Riccardo Chailly  

Prokofiev Four Pieces from Romeo and Juliet, Op. 64 | Stravinsky Petrushka 
28.08. | Mariinsky Orchestra | Valery Gergiev 

Wagner Overture to Tannhäuser 
30.08. | Royal Concertgebouworkest | Daniel Harding 

Handel Partenope, HWV 27  
03.09. | Les Arts Florissants | William Christie | Sophie Daneman  
Soloists of the Jardin des Voix 2021 
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Devils and Demons 

Schumann Overture to the dramatic poem Manfred, Op. 115 
18.08. | Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Riccardo Chailly  

Ravel Gaspard de la nuit  
31.08. | Zee Zee  

Weber Overture to Oberon 
01.09. | Berlin Philharmonic | Kirill Petrenko 

Suk Pohádka léta (“A Summer’s Tale”), Symphonic Poem, Op. 29 
02.09. | Berlin Philharmonic | Kirill Petrenko | Anna Vinnitskaya 

Liszt A Faust Symphony, S 108  
11.09. | Budapest Festival Orchestra | Iván Fischer 
 

Simply Different 

Ives From the Steeples and the Mountains | Antheil Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 2 
Rittler Mummum a 6 | Paganini La Campanella | Pärt Fratres | Ligeti Mysteries of the Macabre  
Alkan La chanson de la folle au bord de la mer, Op. 31, no. 8 | Gesualdo Tenebrae factae sunt 
Ustvolskaya Composition No. 1 Dona nobis pacem  
15.08. | Soloists of the Lucerne Festival Orchestra  

Debussy La cathédrale engloutie | Clair de lune | Dean Twelve Angry Men | Tizol/Ellington Caravan 
Simons It’s Raining Skyscrapers | Dębski Cello Animation | Piazzolla selected tangos 
31.08. | The 12 Cellists of the Berlin Philharmonic  

“Bye-Bye Beethoven” A staged concert with fragments from works by Ives, Haydn, Cage, J.S. Bach, 
Kurtág, Sánchez-Chiong, and Oliveros | Beethoven Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 61 
04.09. | Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra | Patricia Kopatchinskaja 

Brahms, Liszt, and “Gypsy Music” 
Lisztes Improvisation | Liszt Hungarian Rhapsody in C-sharp minor, S 359, no. 2 | Brahms Hungarian 
Dances WoO 1, nos. 1, 4, and 6 | Sarasate Zigeunerweisen, Op. 20 | Brahms/Schoenberg Andante 
con moto and Rondo alla zingarese from the Piano Quartet No. 1 in G minor, Op. 25 
12.09. | Budapest Festival Orchestra | Iván Fischer | soloists  
 

Crazy series 

“Out of the Box” Performances made out of boxes and artists – with some very beautiful melodies by 
Ustvolskaya, Franz Schubert, Alvin Lucier, Igor Stravinsky, Giuseppe Verdi, and Iannis Xenakis and a 
film version of Kurt Schwitters’s Ursonate 
15.08. | Reto Bieri | Patricia Kopatchinskaja | Anthony Romaniuk | Annekatrin Klein | Men’s chorus 

“Bagatelles” – Beethoven/Hölderlin: A Musical Encounter 
25.08. | Michael Engelhardt | Stefan Wirth  
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C. Schumann Variations on a Theme by Robert Schumann, Op. 20 | R. Schumann Seven Piano Pieces 
in Fughetta Form, Op. 126 | Ghost Variations in E-flat major, WoO 24 
Liszt Le triomphe funèbre du Tasse, S 517 | Széchényi, Teleki and Mosonyi from the Historical 
Hungarian Portraits, S 205 | Csárdás macabre, S 224 
01.09. | Kit Armstrong 

“Follie e Stravaganze” works by Melli, Piccinini, Kapsberger, Pittoni, Hurel, and de Visée 
08.09. | Luca Pianca 

Photos may be downloaded at lucernefestival.ch/en/press/photos  

Clariant Foundation – Theme Sponsor 

Contacts for Press and Public Relations 
Nina Steinhart, Director of Public Relations | n.steinhart@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 43 
Katharina Schillen | k.schillen@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 59 
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LUCERNE FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA 
2021 Summer Festival 

Music Director Riccardo Chailly and Guest Conductor Yannick Nézet-Séguin lead the Orchestra 

The soloists are Yuja Wang and Igor Levit 

The Lucerne Festival Orchestra’s collaboration with Riccardo Chailly will continue. In February 2021, 
his contract as Music Director was extended until the end of 2026. Chailly will conduct three 
symphonic programs this summer. Yannick Nézet-Séguin will lead two evenings and a 40min event. 
Due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, the programs have been redesigned for a smaller lineup 
since the first Festival preview was published in December 2020. 

In the Summer Festival Opening Concert, the orchestra and Riccardo Chailly will perform Wolfgang 
Amadé Mozart’s Overture to Don Giovanni and Symphony in G minor, K. 550, as well as Franz 
Schubert’s Symphony No. 6 in C major, D 589. Then, in the second concert, the same Mozart works 
are juxtaposed with Schumann’s Piano Concerto in A minor, with Igor Levit performing with the 
orchestra for the first time. On a later evening, they will present Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony, 
Schumann’s Manfred Overture, and Haydn’s Symphony in D major Hob: I:101, nicknamed The Clock.  

Yannick Nézet-Séguin comes back for his second summer as guest conductor of the Lucerne Festival 
Orchestra. In addition to Ravel’s ballet music Ma mère l’Oye, he will conduct Debussy’s Prélude à 
l’après-midi d’un faune and Mozart’s Piano Concerto in D minor featuring “artiste étoile” Yuja Wang. 
For a second program, he will combine symphonies by Joseph Bologne, Chevalier de Saint-Georges 
and Mozart, followed by Beethoven’s Seventh Symphony. Under his direction, the orchestra will 
present Ma mère l’Oye in a 40min program. Another 40min event will be performed by members of 
the orchestra, and soloists of the Lucerne Festival Orchestra will additionally present chamber music 
works by Ives, Paganini, Pärt, Ligeti, Gesualdo, and Ustvolskaja. 

About the Lucerne Festival Orchestra 
By founding the Lucerne Festival Orchestra, which was introduced to the public for the first time in 
August 2003, the conductor Claudio Abbado and Festival Executive and Artistic Director Michael 
Haefliger established a link to the very origins of Lucerne Festival in 1938. It was then, with a 
legendary “Concert de Gala,” that Arturo Toscanini gathered celebrated stars of the era together to 
form a unique elite orchestra. The members of the Lucerne Festival Orchestra appear as soloists 
outside the Festival season, perform as principals with renowned orchestras, teach at conservatories, 
or come from the ranks of the Mahler Chamber Orchestra and the Filarmonica della Scala. Claudio 
Abbado served as the artistic director of this orchestra until his death in January 2014. In 2014 and 
2015, the orchestra gave concerts under the direction of Bernard Haitink and Andris Nelsons. 
Riccardo Chailly has been at the helm of the ensemble since 2016. In addition to their performances 
at the Summer Festival, a Lucerne Festival Orchestra residency will be added starting in 2022 as part 
of a newly conceived Spring Festival that will include a Mendelssohn cycle over the first two years. 

13 August | 18.30 | Opening – Lucerne Festival Orchestra 1 | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Riccardo Chailly conductor 
Mozart Overture to Don Giovanni , K. 527 | Symphony in G minor, K. 550  
Schubert Symphony No. 6 in C major, D 589 
“Lakeside Symphony” The Opening Concert live projected on a giant screen | 18.30 | Inseli 
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14 August | 18.30 | Lucerne Festival Orchestra 2 | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Riccardo Chailly conductor | Igor Levit piano 
Mozart Overture to Don Giovanni, K. 527 | Schumann Piano Concerto in A minor, Op. 54  
Mozart Symphony in G minor, K. 550 

15 August | 19.30 | Lucerne Festival Orchestra 3 | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Soloists of the Lucerne Festival Orchestra 
Charles Ives From the Steeples and the Mountains | George Antheil Sonata for Violin and  
Piano No. 2 | Philipp Jakob Rittler Mummum a 6 | Niccolò Paganini La Campanella from the Violin 
Concerto in B minor, Op. 7 (version for violin and piano) | Arvo Pärt Fratres for trombone and piano  
György Ligeti Mysteries of the Macabre for trumpet and piano | Charles Valentin Alkan La chanson de 
la folle au bord de la mer, Op. 31, no. 8 | Carlo Gesualdo Tenebrae factae sunt   
Galina Ustvolskaya Composition No. 1 Dona nobis pacem 

17 August | 18.20 | 40min | KKL Luzern, Lucerne Hall 
Soloists of the Lucerne Festival Orchestra 
“Inside the Lucerne Festival Orchestra” 

18 August | 19.30 | Lucerne Festival Orchestra 4 | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Riccardo Chailly conductor 
Schumann Overture to the dramatic poem Manfred, Op. 115   
Haydn Symphony in D major, Hob: I:101 The Clock | Beethoven Symphony No. 5 in C minor, Op. 67 

20 August | 18.20 | 40min | KKL Luzern, Lucerne Hall 
Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Yannick Nézet-Séguin conductor 
“Story Hour with Ravel: Ma mère l’Oye” 

21 August | 18.30 | Lucerne Festival Orchestra 5 | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Yannick Nézet-Séguin conductor | Yuja Wang piano 
Debussy Prélude à l’après-midi d’un faune | Mozart Piano Concerto in D minor, K. 466 
Ravel Ma mère l’Oye (Ballet version) 

24 August | 19.30 | Lucerne Festival Orchestra 6 | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Yannick Nézet-Séguin conductor 
Joseph Bologne, Chevalier de Saint-Georges Symphony No. 2 in D major   
Mozart Symphony in D major, K. 504 Prague | Beethoven Symphony No. 7 in A major, Op. 92 

Photos may be downloaded at lucernefestival.ch/en/press/photos 

Kühne Foundation – Main Sponsor and Partner of the Lucerne Festival Orchestra 

Contacts for Press and Public Relations  
Nina Steinhart, Director of Public Relations | n.steinhart@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 43 
Katharina Schillen | k.schillen@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 59 
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“ARTISTE ÉTOILE” YUJA WANG 
2021 Summer Festival 

Yuja Wang will appear in the summer of 2021 as an “artiste étoile” 
with a broad repertoire spectrum. She will not only focus on virtuoso 
concertos by Rachmaninoff and Liszt but will also plays works by 
Mozart, Bach, and Janáček. She will join with the Lucerne Festival 
Orchestra under guest conductor Yannick Nézet-Séguin, the Mahler 
Chamber Orchestra, the Mariinsky Orchestra with Valery Gergiev, and 
Iván Fischer with his Budapest Festival Orchestra. She made her Fes-
tival debut with the Lucerne Festival Orchestra in 2009, when she 
performed Prokofiev’s Third Piano Concerto under the baton of 
Claudio Abbado. Since then, Wang has returned to the Festival 
several times: in 2011 with a recital at the Piano Festival; in 2015 with 
Bartók’s Second Piano Concerto and the San Francisco Symphony 
under Michael Tilson Thomas; in 2018, when she again played 
Prokofiev’s Third Piano Concerto, this time with the Berlin Philhar-
monic and chief conductor Kirill Petrenko; and in 2019, on a recital 
with the violinist Leonidas Kavakos.  

 

21 August | 18.30 | Lucerne Festival Orchestra 5 | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Yannick Nézet-Séguin conductor | Yuja Wang piano 
Debussy Prélude à l’après-midi d’un faune | Mozart Piano Concerto in D minor, K. 466  
Ravel Ma mère l’Oye (Ballett version)  

26 August | 19.30 | Mahler Chamber Orchestra | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Mahler Chamber Orchestra | Yuja Wang piano | Roberto González-Monjas concertmaster 
Rebel Chaos from Les élémens | Bach Piano Concerto in F minor, BWV 1056 | Stravinsky Octet for 
wind instruments | Janáček Capriccio for piano (left hand) and wind instruments | Haydn Symphony in 
F minor, Hob. I:49 La passione 

28 August | 18.30 | Mariinsky Orchestra 1 | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Mariinsky Orchestra | Valery Gergiev conductor | Yuja Wang piano 
Prokofiev Four pieces from Romeo und Julia, Op. 64  
Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto No. 4 in G minor, Op. 40 | Stravinsky Petrushka  

11 September | 19.30 | Budapest Festival Orchestra 1 | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Budapest Festival Orchestra | Iván Fischer conductor | Yuja Wang piano 
Liszt Piano Concerto No. 1 in E-flat major, S 124 | A Faust Symphony, S 108  

Michael Haefliger in conversation with Yuja Wang: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0la_KkOmGRg  

Photos may be downloaded from: lucernefestival.ch/en/press/photos 

Contacts for Press and Public Relations 
Nina Steinhart, Director of Public Relations | n.steinhart@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 43 
Katharina Schillen | k.schillen@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 59 

© Kirk Edwards 
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LUCERNE FESTIVAL ACADEMY 
2021 Summer Festival  

With Heinz Holliger, Lin Liao, Johanna Malangré, and Ilan Volkov 

Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra (LFCO): Academy participants and former students join to 
form a new Festival ensemble devoted to contemporary music 

This year’s Lucerne Festival Academy, which will be held from 20 August to 5 September, is the fifth 
edition under the artistic direction of Wolfgang Rihm, who has extended his contract until 2025. Due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, the number of students has been limited to around 80 this summer and 
the program has been adapted for smaller ensembles; 70 young musicians as well as four conductors 
and eight composers will take part. The newly founded Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra 
(LFCO) is an ensemble devoted to contemporary music that brings together current and former Aca-
demy students. As part of the Summer Festival, the ensemble will present the results of a two-week 
working period under the direction of Heinz Holliger, Lin Liao, Johanna Malangré, and Ilan Volkov. 

Focus of the Lucerne Festival Academy for the Summer of 2021 
Taiwanese conductor Lin Liao will prepare and rehearse the orchestra to perform Pierre Boulez’s 
Polyphony X, which the composer withdrew during his lifetime. Two former Composer Seminar 
participants, Victor Colţea and Samir Amarouch, have been commissioned by Lucerne Festival to 
write new works for the same instrumentation. The Composer Seminar led by Academy director 
Wolfgang Rihm offers eight composers each year the opportunity to discuss and refine their works. 
The Lucerne Festival Contemporary Ensemble will participate in the seminar and then present the 
completed scores in a showcase at the end of August as well as in an edition of the 40min series. 

A highlight of the 2021 Academy will be the world premiere of Rebecca Saunders’s to an utterance,  
a concerto written for the pianist Nicolas Hodges as part of the 2020 Roche Commissions. The world 
premiere will be conducted by Ilan Volkov, who will pair to an utterance with Saunders’s void for two 
percussionists and orchestra as well as works by Webern and Stravinsky. The program will also be 
presented in a guest appearance at Musikfest Berlin following the Festival performances. During the 
rehearsal phase, Ilan Volkov will additionally give a master class for the four conductors of the 
Conducting Fellowship and present to an utterance as one of the 40min programs. 

The Roche Commissions and Roche Young Commissions projects are normally presented each year 
in alternation, but this year they coincide as a result of the postponements caused by the pandemic. 
Roche Young Commissions is a program that commissions two young composers to create an or-
chestral work within a two-year period. Kirsten Milenko and Alex Vaughan were selected to receive 
this award for the 2021 edition. They have been assisted by two conductors with whom they were 
able to consult during the creation process. Normally, parts of the two new works would have been 
rehearsed during the Academy last year. Since this was not possible in 2020, Wolfgang Rihm pro-
vided feedback on the scores via individual video conferences. Together with the Academy members, 
Lin Liao will prepare Traho by Kirsten Milenko while Johanna Malangré will focus on Alex Vaughan’s 
Logos. The two world premieres will be performed on a program that also includes Mozart’s Masonic 
Funeral Music and two pieces from Heinz Holliger’s Scardanelli cycle: Ostinato funebre and Turm-
Musik featuring the flutist Felix Renggli, which the composer himself will conduct. Joined by Patricia 
Kopatchinskaja, the LFCO will also perform the staged concert “Bye-Bye Beethoven.” All dates and 
programs with the Lucerne Festival Academy can be found on pages 16-17 of in the Festival program. 
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The Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra 
The Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra (LFCO) was founded in 2021 as a counterpart to the 
Lucerne Festival Orchestra: an orchestra of excellence for the interpretation of contemporary music. It 
brings together former and current students of the Lucerne Festival Academy. The Academy’s 
network, which has grown over 16 years, now numbers over 1300 instrumentalists, conductors and 
composers. It represents Lucerne Festival’s long-standing commitment to new and contemporary 
music. The repertoire of the new orchestra ranges from the threshold of classical modernism to works 
of the present day. In both large and small formations, the LFCO performs concerts at the Academy 
during the Summer Festival, followed by guest appearances abroad. In Lucerne, it will also take on 
the leading role in the new autumn weekend Lucerne Festival Forward! which will take place for the 
first time in November 2021. 

About the Lucerne Festival Academy 
The Lucerne Festival Academy was founded in 2004 by Pierre Boulez and Festival Executive and 
Artistic Director Michael Haefliger. Each summer, Academy members are joined by leading 
internationally renowned composers and conductors to work on contemporary scores and modern 
classics. The composer Wolfgang Rihm has been Artistic Director of the Academy since 2016. 
Through daily rehearsals, workshops, and lessons, participants are taught the tools that are necessary 
to perform new music. A major priority is the passing on of knowledge within the Academy network: 
about 10 to 15 former participants take on a new role within the Academy in succeeding years, acting 
as mentors, sharing their knowledge, and coordinating or leading rehearsals for their instrumental 
sections. After a rotation of two years, this task is then handed on to other musicians who succeed 
them. Together with these mentors and other Alumni, Academy members form the Lucerne Festival 
Contemporary Orchestra and perform the works that they have rehearsed. The Fritz Gerber Award 
annually supports three young musicians who have lived in Switzerland for a minimum of three years 
by offering a scholarship to the Lucerne Festival Academy and a cash prize of CHF 10,000. In recent 
years, following each summer program, the Academy has given concerts at the Elbphilharmonie in 
Hamburg; in 2018, the students performed Karlheinz Stockhausen’s INORI in Berlin and Paris to great 
international acclaim. 

Photos may be downloaded at lucernefestival.ch/en/press/photos 

Roche – Main Sponsor and Partner of the Lucerne Festival Academy 

Contacts for Press and Public Relations 
Nina Steinhart, Director of Public Relations | n.steinhart@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 43 
Katharina Schillen | k.schillen@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 59 
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CONTEMPORARY MUSIC 
2021 Summer Festival 

Composer-in-residence Rebecca Saunders 

World premieres and Swiss premieres, music theater production 

The concerts in the “Contemporary” category will present 16 world premieres and 12 Swiss pre-
mieres, including of works by composer-in-residence Rebecca Saunders. Some of the commissioned 
compositions have been adapted for smaller ensembles because of the coronavirus pandemic. The 
newly founded Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra (LFCO) becomes the artistic center in the 
field of contemporary music at Lucerne Festival. In addition, there will be Mauricio Kagel’s 
Staatstheater, a co-production with the Luzerner Theater. 

Composer-in-Residence Rebecca Saunders  
The compositions of Rebecca Saunders, who was born in London in 1967, possess a unique sonic 
language. She explores the plastic and spatial properties of sounds and plays with timbres using 
microtonal shadings that develop and unfold through dynamics and intonation. Saunders prefers to 
focus on specific instruments in her works. She studied with Nigel Osborne at the University of 
Edinburgh and with Wolfgang Rihm at the University of Karlsruhe. In Lucerne, twelve of her more 
recent works will be presented in five concerts, including the piano concerto to an utterance, which 
she has dedicated to the British pianist Nicolas Hodges. He will join with the LFCO under the direction 
of Ilan Volkov to give its world premiere. to an utterance was composed for the 2020 Roche Commis-
sions, but its premiere had to be postponed for a year because of the coronavirus pandemic. On 
account of the current situation, Saunders has adapted the score for a smaller ensemble. The program 
also includes the Swiss premiere of Saunders’s void for two percussionists and orchestra.  

The soprano Juliet Fraser will perform in two works that Saunders composed specifically for her: The 
Mouth for soprano and tape and Nether for soprano and ensemble, which is based on Molly Bloom’s 
final monologue in James Joyce’s Ulysses. Trumpeter Marco Blaauw will perform the piece blaauw for 
double-bell trumpet, which is named after him, and Quatuor Diotima will present Unbreathed. Other 
ensemble works for varying instrumental forces reflect the composer’s sound world. See page 20 of 
the Festival program for an overview of all the works by Saunders that will be presented. 

World Premieres and Swiss Premieres  
Of the 16 world premieres and 12 Swiss premieres, eight Swiss premieres and one world premiere 
are of works by composer-in-residence Rebecca Saunders. In addition, there will be eight world 
premieres by composers from the Composer Seminar. Under the direction of conductor Lin Liao, the 
performance of Polyphonie X by Academy founder Pierre Boulez will involve a veritable rediscovery, 
since Boulez withdrew the work during his lifetime. This first revival will juxtapose the piece with two 
world premieres, each of which was written by a graduate of the Composer Seminar: Victor Colţea (a 
participant in 2016) and Samir Amarouch (a participant in 2018). Lucerne Festival commissioned both 
of these young composers to write new works using the instrumentation called for in Polyphonie X.  

The two compositions in the Roche Young Commissions edition are by Alex Vaughan and Kirsten 
Milenko (see the release about the Lucerne Festival Academy) and also number among the world 
premieres. Vaughan and Milenko have adapted their scores to accommodate the reduced instru-
mentation of the LFCO. The First String Quartet by Alex Nante, a work commissioned by the Festival, 
will also be premiered.  
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The räsonanz – Donor Concert, which is the Festival’s collaboration with the Ernst von Siemens Music 
Foundation, will feature the Swiss premiere of Beat Furrer’s Concerto for Violin and Orchestra as well 
as world premieres by Iris Szeghy and Miroslav Srnka. The work by Srnka is the cycle move 1-4, 
which will be performed complete for the first time in Switzerland in an edition that includes the 
world premiere of a new version of move 2. The Swiss premiere of Ondřej Adámek’s Where are you? 
for mezzo-soprano and orchestra will be given by Sir Simon Rattle, Magdalena Kožená, and the 
London Symphony Orchestra. 

Music Theater Production  
The co-production with the Luzerner Theater marking the beginning of Ina Karr’s directorship of the 
Theater will be the Swiss premiere of Mauricio Kagel’s Staatstheater, featuring the Luzerner Theater 
ensemble and musicians from the LFCO. Director Lydia Steier will realize this staged composition as a 
grand collage of the potential opened up by theater. 

List of World Premieres and Swiss Premieres  

14 August | 16.00 | Quatuor Diotima | Hochschule Luzern – Musik 
Quatuor Diotima: Yun-Peng Zhao and Constance Ronzatti violins | Franck Chevalier viola |  
Pierre Morlet cello 
Nante Quatuor à cordes no. 1 Prima Materia (world premiere, commissioned by Lucerne Festival)  
Saunders Unbreathed | Beethoven Grosse Fuge in B-flat major for string quartet, Op. 133 

21 August | 11.00 | Portrait Rebecca Saunders 1 | KKL Luzern, Lucerne Hall 
Marco Blaauw trumpet | Arditti Quartet: Irvine Arditti and Ashot Sarkissjan violins | Ralf Ehlers viola 
Lucas Fels cello | Trio Accanto: Marcus Weiss saxophone | Nicolas Hodges piano | Christian Dierstein 
percussion 
Saunders shadow. Study for piano (Swiss premiere) | Fletch for string quartet (Swiss premiere) 
blaauw for double-bell trumpet | That Time. Trio for baritone saxophone, percussion, and piano (Swiss 
premiere, commissioned by Radio France, Lucerne Festival, Südwestrundfunk, and Milano Musica – 
Associazione per la musica contemporanea) 

28 August | 14.30 | Composer Seminar: Closing Concert | Hochschule Luzern – Musik 
Ensemble of the Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra 
Composer Seminar Showcase: World premieres by participants in the Composer Seminar: Arnau 
Brichs, Tyson Davis, Lanqing Ding, Theo Finkel, Anton Koshelev, Guillem Palomar, Daniil 
Posazhennikov, and Senay Uğurlu | Boulez Initiale for seven brass players 

28 August | 22.00 | Lucerne Festival Academy 1 | KKL Luzern, Lucerne Hall  
Ensemble of the Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra 
Johanna Malangré conductor | Juliet Fraser soprano  
Xenakis Syrmos for 18 strings | IIIés Post Torso for string orchestra (Swiss premiere)  
Saunders Nether for soprano and ensemble (Swiss premiere) 

29 August | 16.00 | Lucerne Festival Academy 2 | KKL Luzern, Lucerne Hall 
Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra | Lin Liao conductor (Milenko) | Johanna Malangré 
conductor (Vaughan) | Heinz Holliger conductor | Felix Renggli flute 
Milenko Traho for orchestra (Roche Young Commissions world premiere) | Vaughan Logos for 
orchestra (Roche Young Commissions world premiere) | Mozart Masonic Funeral Music in C minor, 
K. 477 (479a) | Holliger Ostinato funebre for small orchestra | Turm-Musik for solo flute, small 
orchestra, and tape 
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3 September | 21.30 | Lucerne Festival Academy 3 | Südpol 
Ensemble of the Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra | Lin Liao conductor 
Colţea Orbitor for ensemble (world premiere, commissioned by Lucerne Festival with the support of 
the Swiss cultural institution Pro Helvetia) | Amarouch new work for ensemble (world premiere, 
commissioned by Lucerne Festival) | Boulez Polyphonie X for 18 instruments | Introduction with 
Wolfgang Rihm at the beginning of the concert (in German) 

4 September | 11.00 | Portrait Rebecca Saunders 2 | Hochschule Luzern – Musik 
Soloists of the Hochschule Luzern – Musik | Clemens Heil conductor | Daniela Argentino 
soprano(Skin) | Juliet Fraser soprano (The Mouth) | Charlotte Lorenz cello (Solitude) | Erik Borgir 
assistant conductor | Alexis Baskind/IRCAM computer music design  
Saunders Solitude for cello solo | The Mouth for soprano and tape (Swiss premiere) |  
Sole. Trio in F-sharp for mobile accordion, percussion, and piano (Swiss premiere) | Skin for soprano 
and 13 instruments (Swiss premiere)  

4 September | 18.30 | Lucerne Festival Academy 4 | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall  
Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra | Ilan Volkov conductor | Nicolas Hodges piano |  
Christian Dierstein and Dirk Rothbrust percussion  
Saunders void for percussion duo and orchestra (Swiss premiere) | to an utterance for piano and 
orchestra (Roche Commissions world premiere) | Webern Variations for Orchestra, Op. 30 | 
Symphony, Op. 21 | Stravinsky Movements for piano and orchestra 

5 September | 16.00 | Staatstheater | Luzerner Theater  
Luzerner Theater Ensembles | Ensemble of the Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra  
Stefan Schreiber musical direction | Lydia Steier staging | Sophia Schneider and Barbara Lenartz sets 
Jennifer Mosen costumes  
Kagel Staatstheater. Staged composition for singers, actors, dancers, and instrumentalists (Swiss 
premiere, a co-production of the Luzerner Theater with Lucerne Festival) 
Additional performances until 19 September, detailed information at luzernertheater.ch 

6 September | 19.30 | räsonanz – Donor Concert | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Bamberg Symphony | Jakub Hrůša conductor | Juliane Banse soprano | Ilya Gringolts violin  
Szeghy Offertorium for soprano and orchestra (world premiere) | Furrer Concerto for Violin and 
Orchestra (Swiss premiere) | Srnka move 1-4 for orchestra (first performance of the complete cycle 
and world premiere of the new version of move 2) 

8 September | 19.30 | London Symphony Orchestra | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
London Symphony Orchestra | Sir Simon Rattle conductor | Magdalena Kožená mezzo-soprano 
Adámek Where Are You? for mezzo-soprano and orchestra (Swiss premiere) | 
Beethoven Symphony No. 6 in F major, Op. 68 Pastoral 

Photos may be downloaded at lucernefestival.ch/en/press/photos 

Contacts for Press and Public Relations 
Nina Steinhart, Director of Public Relations | n.steinhart@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 43 
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MUSIC FOR FUTURE 
2021 Summer Festival 

Through the “Music for Future” category, Lucerne Festival shows its commitment to the generation of 
tomorrow: not only all those who will be performing in the future on concert stages as soloists or in 
the orchestra, but also the young audiences who will be listening to them: children, young people, and 
families. 

Promoting the Next Generation of Artists 
The 2021 Summer Festival will begin with “Music for Future” by presenting performances by two 
youth orchestras. The Russian National Youth Symphony Orchestra, conducted by Valentin Uryupin, 
will open with Tchaikovsky’s Sixth Symphony and Violin Concerto, with the solo part to be played by 
Sergei Dogadin, winner of the 2019 Tchaikovsky Competition. On the following day, the Swiss Youth 
Symphony Orchestra with conductor Kai Bumann will present Beethoven’s First Symphony and 
Mozart’s Piano Concerto in C major, K. 467, with Oliver Schnyder as the pianist. Selected prize 
winners of the most recent Swiss Youth Music Competition will be introduced in another concert. 

The Debut series concerts, which take place at lunchtime, will feature young professional soloists and 
ensembles: recorder player Lea Sobbe, violinist Dmitry Smirnov, pianist Daniel Ciobanu, violist 
Timothy Ridout, pianist Zee Zee, oboist Salomo Schweizer, the Connaught Brass Ensemble, and the 
Marmen Quartet. 

Prizes Supporting the Stars of Tomorrow 
Debutant Lea Sobbe is the winner of the 2021 Prix Credit Suisse Jeunes Solistes, a prize awarded 
every other year to a highly talented young musician. It includes a cash prize of CHF 25,000 as well 
as an opportunity to perform in the Debut series. In alternation with this prize, the Credit Suisse Young 
Artist Award is likewise presented every other year to a young musician who is at the start of a 
promising international career. In addition, the Fritz Gerber Award enables three young musicians to 
participate in the Lucerne Festival Academy each year. 

Classical Music for Young Audiences 
For the audience of tomorrow, Lucerne Festival offers ways to easily access both classical and 
modern music. The aim is to awaken the desire to attend a concert and to experience the pleasure it 
brings, as well as to facilitate musical encounters. The family and children’s concerts are tailored to 
different age groups and serve as an introduction to the world of “classical music.” 

The violinist Eleonora Savini, already known from previous Festival productions, and the violist 
Federico Carraro will play with visual and musical impressions in the children’s concert “Mona 
Violina.” “Die Schurken” meanwhile present a “musical thriller” about Inspector Flunke in two family 
concerts. In the music theater work “Hans and Greta,” based on Engelbert Humperdinck’s fairy-tale 
opera Hänsel and Gretel, the Lübeck Pocket Opera ensemble actively engages the audience in the 
plot. 

Special Programs for Lucerne Schools 
In addition, special programs exclusively offered to schoolchildren provide an insight into the Festival. 
Selected Debut series musicians pay a visit to primary schools: in 2021, these will include the 
recorder player Lea Sobbe, the Connaught Brass ensemble, and the oboist Salomo Schweizer. The 
productions by Die Schurken, Lübeck Pocket Opera, and the Children’s Concert will also be presented 
free of charge in two special performances each for schools. And the 12 Cellists of the Berlin 
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Philharmonic will give an exclusive school concert in the KKL Luzern Concert Hall, which will be 
hosted by Sarah Willis, a horn player with the Berlin Philharmonic. 

Discounts for Young People and Students 
The “Look | Listen | Enjoy – Together at the Concert” project will be continued. For selected concerts, 
with the purchase of a ticket adults receive two free tickets of equal value to take children, 
grandchildren, godchildren to the concert. Information at: lucernefestival.ch/en/look-listen-enjoy. 
Students can get tickets for 20 CHF at the box office if the concert is not sold out. 

Youth Orchestra 

10 August | 19.30 | Russian National Youth Symphony Orchestra | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Russian National Youth Symphony Orchestra | Valentin Uryupin conductor | Sergei Dogadin violin 
Tchaikovsky Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 35 | Symphony Nr. 6 in B minor, Op. 74 Pathétique 

11 August | 19.30 | Swiss Youth Symphony Orchestra | KKL Luzern, Concert Hall 
Swiss Youth Symphony Orchestra | Kai Bumann conductor | Oliver Schnyder piano 
Mozart Piano Concerto in C major, KV. 467 | Beethoven Symphony No. 1 in C major, Op. 21  

Debuts 

17 August | 12.15 | Debut Prix Credit Suisse Jeunes Solistes | Lukaskirche 
Lea Sobbe recorder | Halldór Bjarki Arnarson harpsichord  
Pons d’Ortaffa Si ay perdut mon saber | Preston/Feigenbaum once:more | Bellinzani Sonata in  
D minor, Op. 3, no. 12 | Uccellini Sonata Seconda detta La Luciminia contenta | Hahne Commentari III 
Telemann Sonatina quinta TWV 41:a4 | Casale Studio 2a | Matteis Bizarrie sopra la Vecchia 
Sarabanda o pur Ciaccona 

19 August | 12.15 | Debut Dmitry Smirnov | Lukaskirche 
Dmitry Smirnov violin 
Reich Violin Phase for violin and pre-recorded tape, Parts 1 & 2 | Bach Partita in D minor for solo violin, 
BWV 1004 | Bartók Sonata for solo violin, Sz 117 

24 August | 12.15 | Debut Daniel Ciobanu | Lukaskirche 
Daniel Ciobanu piano  
Moszkowski Étincelles, Op. 36, no. 6 | Mussorgsky Pictures at an Exhibition | Enescu Carillon 
nocturne, Op. 18, no. 7 | Prokofiev Piano Sonata No. 7 in B-flat major, Op. 83 | Grünfeld Soirée de 
Vienne, Op. 56 concert paraphrase on waltz motifs from Johann Strauss’s Die Fledermaus et al. 

26 August | 12.15 | Debut Timothy Ridout | Lukaskirche 
Timothy Ridout viola | Frank Dupree piano 
Schumann Dichterliebe, Op. 48 (arranged for viola and piano by Timothy Ridout) | Bowen Viola Sonata 
No. 1 in C minor, Op. 18  

31 August | 12.15 | Debut Zee Zee | Lukaskirche 
Zee Zee piano 
Schoenberg Three Piano Pieces, Op. 11 | Ravel Gaspard de la nuit | Liszt selections from the Années 
de pèlerinage: Vallée d’Obermann, S 160, no. 6 and Les Jeux d’Eaux à la Villa d’Este, S 163, no. 4 
Tarantella, S 162, no. 3 
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2 September | 12.15 | Debut Salomo Schweizer | Lukaskirche 
Salomo Schweizer oboe | Petya Mihaneva piano 
Schumann Three Romances for Oboe and Piano, Op. 94 | Albéniz Aragón, Sevilla and Cataluña from 
the Suite Española, Op. 47 | Gluck Dance of the Blessed Spirits from Orfeo ed Euridice | Pasculli 
Concerto sopra motivi dell’opera “La Favorita” di Donizetti | Donizetti Andante sostenuto  

7 September | 12.15 | Debut Connaught Brass | Lukaskirche 
Connaught Brass: Aaron Akugbo and Harry Plant trumpet | Robyn Blair horn | Chris Brewster 
trombone | Aled Meredith-Barrett tuba  
Bach Rounds and Dances | Biber excerpts from the Battalia in D major (arranged by William Foster) 
Strauss Dance of the Seven Veils from the opera Salome, Op. 54 (arranged by William Foster)  
Weill Suite from The Threepenny Opera (arranged by Anthony DiLorenzo)  

9 September | 12.15 | Debut Marmen Quartet | Lukaskirche 
Marmen Quartet: Johannes Marmen and Ricky Gore violins | Bryony Gibson-Cornish viola | Steffan 
Morris cello 
Sciarrino String Quartet No. 7 | Gesualdo Madrigal O vos omnes | Ligeti String Quartet No. 1 
Métamorphoses nocturnes | Mozart String Quartet in E-flat major, K. 428  

Family and Children’s Concerts 

28 August | 11.00 and 14.00 | Children’s Concert | Maskenliebhabersaal 
Eleonora Savini violin | Federico Carraro viola | Pietro Gaudioso choreography and movement coach 
Giuditta Gaudioso painting and stage design 
“Mona Violina” A musical stroll through pictures with music by Alessandro Rolla, Wolfgang Amadé 
Mozart, Johann Sebastian Bach, Bohuslav Martinů and others 

5 September | 14.30 and 16.00 | Family Concert – Die Schurken (“The Rogues”) |  
KKL Luzern, Lucerne Hall 
Die Schurken: Stefan Dünser idea, trumpet | Martin Schelling clarinet | Martin Deuring double bass 
Goran Kovacevic accordion  
Lilian Genn Inspector Flunke | Theresita Colloredo libretto, staging | Murat Üstün music  
“Inspector Flunke and Die Schurken” An action-packed musical detective story for children (in 
German) 

11 September | 11.00 and 14.00 | Family Concert – Opera | KKL Luzern, Lucerne Hall 
Taschenoper Lübeck: Marlene Metzger Greta, Sandman, Dew Fairy  
Margrit Dürr/Dorothee Bienert Baker, Mother, Witch | Giacomo Schmidt Hans, Father | Dirk Rave 
accordion | Cornelia Bach violin | Carl Augustin musical direction | Sascha Mink staging  
Katia Diegmann decor 
“Hans und Greta” based on Engelbert Humperdinck’s opera Hänsel und Gretel  
arranged by Margrit Dürr und Julian Metzger (sung in German) 

Photos may be downloaded at lucernefestival.ch/en/press/photos 

Zurich Insurance Group Ltd – Main Sponsor and Founding Partner of Music for Future 
Clariant Foundation – Partner Music for Future 

Contacts for Press and Public Relations 
Nina Steinhart, Director of Public Relations | n.steinhart@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 43 
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Free Offerings 

LAKESIDE SYMPHONY, IN THE STREETS, 40MIN SERIES 
2021 Summer Festival 

Lucerne Festival will continue to offer various concerts and events free of charge in the summer of 
2021. For these offerings, the current health protection plans also apply, containing specifications for 
contact tracing, which may require personal registration, among other things. Before the Festival 
starts, information on the exact process to order and register will be published on the Festival 
website. 

Under the title “Lakeside Symphony,” the Opening Concert with the Lucerne Festival Orchestra and 
Riccardo Chailly will be broadcast live at Lucerne’s Inseli Park next to the KKL Luzern. Subject to 
security precautions, it will be possible to experience this opening together on the big screen on 13 
August 2021.  

“Lakeside Symphony” | Opening Concert live on the giant screen | Inseli Park 
13 August | 18.30 | Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Riccardo Chailly 

“In the Streets,” the popular world music festival within the Festival, features Balkan Brass, Indian 
folk, and African vocal artistry and is also a signature of Lucerne Festival. Over six days, six groups 
perform at varying locations in Lucerne.  

“In the Streets” | The Groups: Hudaki Village Band Ukraine | Maestrale Italy | Claudia Masika 
Kenya/Senegal/Guyana/Switzerland | Old Salt USA/Belgium | The Tapi Project India | Vołosi Poland 

24 August | 17.30 | Opening Concert Featuring All of the Groups | Europaplatz 
afterward until 22.00: appearances by all of the groups in Lucerne’s Old City  
25 to 28 August | always 18.00 to 22.00, Saturday 10.00 to 12.00 as well |  
Performances by All of the Groups | Lucerne’s Old City 
29 August | 16.00 | Closing Concert Featuring All of the Groups | Europaplatz  
preceded by appearances by the groups from 12.00 to 15.00 on the Europaplatz 

The events in the 40min series, which are free of charge, begin either with short introductions or are 
moderated. Since 2013, they have been attracting Festival fans as well as new audiences in the early 
evening to Lucerne Hall in the KKL Luzern. Within 40 minutes, those attending get rehearsal insights 
or appetizers for an upcoming concert, such as with the Lucerne Festival Orchestra and the Mahler 
Chamber Orchestra or with students of the Academy. These events make an ideal introduction to the 
world of classical music; they can be attended spontaneously after work or with the whole family. 
40min will take place a total of nine times this summer, always on weekdays at the usual time of 
6:20 p.m., with each episode ending half an hour before the main symphony concerts begin. 

40min Series  
always at 18.20 in the KKL Luzern, Lucerne Hall 

17 August | Soloists from the Lucerne Festival Orchestra  
“Inside the Lucerne Festival Orchestra” 

20 August | Lucerne Festival Orchestra | Yannick Nézet-Séguin 
“Story Hour with Ravel: Ma mère l’Oye” 
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25 August | Yuja Wang | Mahler Chamber Orchestra 
“Crazy for Piano” 

26 August | Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra | Lin Liao | Johanna Malangré 
“How New Things Are Created: The ‘2021 Roche Young Commissions’”  

27 August | Ensemble of the Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra | Composer Seminar 
Participants | Wolfgang Rihm 
“Classical Music Composed Today”  

31 August | Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra | Ilan Volkov | Nicolas Hodges 
“Spotlight on: Rebecca Saunders” 

1 September | Lucerne Festival Contemporary Orchestra | Ilan Volkov | Conducting Fellowship 
Participants 
“The Art of Conducting”  

7 September | Students of the Hochschule Luzern – Musik  
“Crossover: Between Classical Music and Jazz” 

8 September | Connaught Brass 
“Hommage à Philip Jones” 

Photos may be downloaded at lucernefestival.ch/en/press/photos 

Credit Suisse – Main Sponsor and Presenting Partner of Lakeside Symphony 
Bucherer AG – Partner of In the Streets 
Zurich Insurance Group Ltd – Main Sponsor and Partner of 40min  

Contacts for Press and Public Relations 
Nina Steinhart, Director of Public Relations | n.steinhart@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 43 
Katharina Schillen | k.schillen@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 59 
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FACTS AND FIGURES    
    

2020    

    

    

    
Revenue (in CHF)  

  
  

  
Ticket sales 10.5%  734’000 

Revenue from other performances and advertising 3.1%  219’000 

Sponsors and donations 57.1%  4'004’000 

Direct subsidies from the Canton of Lucerne and contributions 17.8%  1'248’000 

Cancellation fees due to COVID in the Canton of Lucerne 7.1%  500’000 

Ticket taxes -0.9%  -64’000 

Miscellaneous revenue 5.3%  373’000 

TOTAL 100.0%   7'014’000 
   

    

    

    
Analysis of Attendees    
Festival “Life Is Live”| 14-23 August 2020     
 

   
Duration (days) 10   
  

  
Ticketed events  

  
Number of concerts plus NZZ Podium 10   
Number of attendees 6'200   
Total percentage of seats sold 87%   
  

  
Special and admission-free events  

  
Number 6   
Number of attendees 1'200   
  

  
Total Number of events 16   
Total Number of attendees 7'400   

 

Contacts for Press and Public Relations 
Nina Steinhart, Director of Public Relations | n.steinhart@lucernefestival.ch | T +41 (0)41 226 44 43 
Katharina Schillen | k.schillen@lucernefestival.ch | T +41 (0)41 226 44 59 



 

 

Stiftung Freunde Hirschmattstrasse 13 T +41(0)41 226 44 52 
des Lucerne Festival P.O. Box freunde@lucernefestival.ch 
 CH-6002 Luzern lucernefestival.ch 
  

FOUNDATION FRIENDS OF LUCERNE FESTIVAL 

For more than 50 years, the Friends have been an indispensable partner of Lucerne Festival. They 
make a significant contribution to the financial security and sustainability of the Festival through their 
personal commitment and generous annual donations. 

A central concern is to promote not only the Festival of today — for example, by supporting the 
Lucerne Festival Orchestra — but its continued development as well. The Friends thus support 
outstanding young talent within the framework of the Lucerne Festival Academy and Music for 
Future, thereby creating a basis for the artistic work of tomorrow. 

The Friends of Lucerne Festival are anchored in the music city Lucerne and throughout the whole of 
Switzerland; at the same time, they are internationally networked. Friends are given an opportunity to 
deepen their concert experience through exclusive artist talks, meetings with music experts, and 
rehearsal visits, and in doing so they become part of a community of music fans as well as part of the 
Festival “family”. 

It is a special concern of the Friends to attract young adults to the Circle of Friends and to benefit 
from their inspiration and input. This is why the Young Friends exist: they attend concerts at 
discounted rates together and meet regularly to share their passion for classical music. 

The Foundation Friends of the Lucerne Festival was founded in 1966; the organization today 
comprises the following: 

The Board of Trustees of the Foundation Friends of Lucerne Festival 
Markus Hongler, President | Otto Wyss, Treasurer | Dr. Franz Egle | Andrea Gmür-Schönenberger | 
Elisabeth Oltramare 

Team 
Isabelle Köhler | Hana Javorska | Claudia Cavallari 

Lucerne Festival would like to thank the following Friends in particular for their generous support: 
Thomas Abegg | The Estate of Ernest I. Ascher | Bâloise Holding AG | Stanley Bergman |  
Regula Bibus-Waser | Dr. Christian Casal and Katja Biella Casal | Projekt Villa Serdang |  
Oswald J. Grübel | Berthold Herrmann and Dr. Mariann Grawe-Gerber | André and Rosalie Hoffmann | 
Dr. Rudolf W. Hug | Dr. Klaus Jenny | Katharina Marchal-Kovarbasic | Dr. Urs Mühlebach |  
Dr. Christoph M. Müller and Sibylla M. Müller | Makoto Nakao | Dr. Lutz and Christiane Peters |  
Dr. Annemarie S. Reynolds | Charlotte Scheidegger-Vonlanthen | Carla Schwöbel-Braun |  
Monique and Dr. Thomas Staehelin-Bonnard | Dr. Dolf and Maria Stockhausen | Alan Vickery |  
Margrit Wullschleger-Schmidlin 

Contact for Friends of Lucerne Festival 
Isabelle Köhler | i.koehler@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 52 

www.lucernefestival.ch/friends 

Contact for Press and Public Relations 
Nina Steinhart, Director of Public Relations | n.steinhart@lucernefestival.ch | t +41 (0)41 226 44 43 
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PARTNERS AND SUPPORTERS IN 2021 

Main Sponsors 
As long-term partners of Lucerne Festival, our main sponsors are committed to sustainably promoting 
the development and realization of individual artistic concepts. Together, we make it possible to 
present unique projects — and to ensure magnificent musical experiences. 

Credit Suisse makes the annual orchestral residency of the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra possible 
and, since 2021, the Lakeside Symphony live broadcast event as well. The Credit Suisse Foundation 
is also dedicated to supporting emerging artists through two awards granted annually on an 
alternating basis: the “Credit Suisse Young Artist Award” and the “Prix Credit Suisse Jeunes Solistes.” 

The non-profit Kühne Foundation has been a sponsor of Lucerne Festival since 2008. Since 2020, it 
has been a Main Sponsor, with a focus on the Lucerne Festival Orchestra. 

Roche is committed as a partner of the Lucerne Festival Academy and awards composition 
commissions in alternating years; these comprise the “Roche Commissions” and the “Roche Young 
Commissions,” respectively. The resulting new works are then premiered at the Summer Festival. Due 
to the coronavirus pandemic, both Roche Commissions will be presented in 2021. 

The Adecco Group Foundation is committed to supporting young musicians in their professional 
careers with advice and workshops. These comprise the “Career Sessions,” which are held partly 
digitally and partly on site in Lucerne. 

Zurich Insurance Company Ltd (Zurich) believes that a thriving artistic and cultural environment plays 
a major role in the life of society and therefore in the lives of its customers, employees, and 
shareholders. This conviction underlies Zurich’s desire to promote outstanding artists and to make 
classical and contemporary music accessible to a wide audience. The goal of providing a broad 
audience with access to classical music is emphasized by the free concert series “40min”, which 
presents numerous events in Lucerne Hall. Since 2021, Zurich has also been a Founding Partner of 
“Music for Future,” which specifically supports young artists and the audience of tomorrow’s 
generation. 

Theme Sponsor 
Our Festival traditionally organizes the summer programming around a general theme. “Crazy” (“ver-
rückt”) is the theme for the 2021 Summer Festival — the hyphenated German word highlights the 
ambiguity of this term, which connotes something that is “crazy” or that dislocates the “normal,” 
moving beyond normality. This theme therefore involves crazy figures, madness and eccentricity; but 
it also involves composers, performers, and works, as well as aesthetic processes and even historical 
events, that have “dislocated” the conventional, breaking rules and expanding possibilities.  
The Clariant Foundation supports Lucerne Festival as a Theme Sponsor. 
From 2021, the Clariant Foundation will also be active as a supporter of “Music for Future” to promote 
the future stars of classical music as they deserve. 

Founding Partner Forward! 
Swiss Re is committed to the music of our time and, as Founding Partner of Lucerne Festival 
Forward!, to the new fall format for contemporary music and contemporary thinking that will be 
presented annually starting in November 2021 by instrumentalists, conductors, and composers from 
the Contemporary network. 
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PARTNERS 2021 

Summer Festival 

Main Sponsors 
Credit Suisse | Kühne Foundation | Roche | The Adecco Group Foundation |  
Zurich Insurance Company Ltd 

Theme Sponsor 
Clariant Foundation 

Concert Sponsors 
Artemis Group / Franke Group | Dr. Christoph M. Müller and Sibylla M. Müller | KPMG AG |  
Nestlé S.A. | Carla Schwöbel-Braun 

Co-Sponsors 
Andermatt Swiss Alps AG | Apricum Circle | B. Braun Medical AG | Bucherer AG | Family Goer | 
Glencore | la Mobilière | Schindler Elevator Ltd. | Swiss Life | Swiss Re | Zuger Kantonalbank 

Foundations 
Ernst von Siemens Music Foundation – Partner räsonanz – Donor Concert 
Fritz-Gerber Foundation – Partner Fritz Gerber Award 
Hilti Foundation – Partner Music for Future 

Arthur Waser Foundation | Beisheim Foundation | Bernard van Leer Foundation Lucerne |  
Cleven Foundation | Credit Suisse Foundation | Else v. Sick Sitftung | Ernst Göhner Stiftung | 
Fondation SUISA | Geert and Lore Blanken-Schlemper Foundation | Charitable Accentus Foundation | 
Josef Müller Stiftung Muri | Kunststiftung NRW | Landis & Gyr Foundation |  
Pro Helvetia, Arts Council of Switzerland | René und Susanne Braginsky Stiftung | RHL Foundation | 
Ruth Burkhalter-Stiftung zur Förderung junger Musiktalente |  
Foundation Melinda Esterházy de Galantha Zurich | Foundation Swiss Music Competition for Youth | 
Strebi-Stiftung Luzern 

Lucerne Festival Forward! 

Founding Partner 
Swiss Re  

Lucerne Festival 

Grants and Subsidies 
Kanton Luzern | Stadt Luzern 

Lucerne Festival thanks all of its Partners for their invaluable commitment. 


